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Truck attack, ‘an act of terror, 


kills 8 on Manhattan bike 


path 


m 


Photos by Tribune News Service 


Police walk past mangled bikes along path in Lower Manhattan on Tuesday afternoon after rental truck mowed down 
people for a mile and crashed into a school bus. The driver, shouting “Allahu Akbar,” was critically wounded by police. 


Rampage leaves 11 hurt; 
driver is shot by police 


By BENJAMIN MUELLER, 
WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM 


AND AL BAKER 


NEW YORK TIMES 


NEW YORK - A driver plowed a 
light dump truck down a crowded bike 
path along the Hudson River in Low- 
er Manhattan on Tuesday afternoon, 
killing eight people and wounding 11 
before being shot by a police officer in 
what officials are calling the deadliest 
terrorist attack in New York City since 


Bystanders comfort one another 
near scene where driver emerged 
after a truck attack on bike path. 


Sept. 11, 2001. 


The rampage ended when the driv- 
er - whom police identified as Sayfullo 
Saipov, 29 - smashed into a school bus, 
jumped out of his truck and ran up and 
down the highway waving a pellet gun 
and paintball gun and shouting, “Al- 
lahu Akbar,” Arabic for “God is great,” 
before he was shot in the abdomen by 
the officer. He remained hospitalized 
in critical condition Tuesday night. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio declared the in- 
cident “an act of terror,’ and federallaw 
enforcement authorities were leading 
the investigation. Investigators found 


See Attack on Page A4 


What to do about Obamacare? 


Here are the answers 
as enrollment starts 


By Henry L. Davis 


NEWS MEDICAL REPORTER 


Repeated attempts by the 
Republican-controlled Congress 
and the Trump administration 
to weaken and repeal Obam- 
acare have thrown its future in 
question. 

But the Affordable Care Act is 
still around, and consumers can 
get coverage through the state’s 
health insurance exchange in a 


new open enrollment starting 
today. 

“The Affordable Care Act is 
still the law of the land, and ef- 
forts to end it have continued to 
fail,” said Leslie S. Moran, senior 
vice president of the New York 
Health Plan Association, which 
represents health insurance 
companies. “Health plans and 
the state are doing the work to 
show people that they still have 
options.” 

Open enrollment, which ex- 
tends through Jan. 31, is when 
you can sign up for private health 
insurance if you don’t have cover- 


age through an employer, Medi- 
care, Medicaid or another type of 
insurance. Low-income individ- 
uals eligible for Medicaid, Child 
Health Plus or the Essential Plan 
can enroll in those programs any- 
time. 

As of October, more than 
4 million people statewide had 
obtained coverage on the state’s 
exchange, including more than 
192,000 Western New Yorkers 
who have used the exchange to 
sign up for coverage, many of 
them benefiting from subsidies 


See Health care on Page A4 


When can Ienroll? 
e Today to Jan. 31. 
New York, which oper- 
ates its own exchange, 
has a longer enroll- 
ment period than the 
federal government. 


How do Isign up? 

e Individuals can 
obtain health coverage 
or assistance, includ- 
ing in-person help, 
by visiting nystateof- 
health.ny.gov or 
calling 1-855-355-5777, 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday to Friday, 
and 9 a.m. to 
1p.m. Saturday. 


Get cooking with 
with those apples 
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Ex-state worker 
says Hoyt paid 
her for silence 


Woman says she was given $50,000 
to drop complaint about relationship 


By ROBERT J. MCCARTHY 


NEWS POLITICAL REPORTER 


Sam Hoyt, who abruptly 
resigned as head of New York 
State’s regional economic devel- 
opment agency, paid $50,000 
last year to silence a former 
state employee pursuing of- 
ficial complaints that he at- 
tempted to continue a budding 
romantic relationship that she 
wished to end. 

The woman, whom The Buf- 
falo News has agreed not to 
identify, said she is angry that 
Hoyt left his post as regional 
president of Empire State De- 
velopment Corp. with accolades 
from high state officials after 
she lodged complaints more 
than ayear ago with a state eth- 
ics agency and the office of Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo. She was not 
an employee with the develop- 
ment corporation and has since 
left her state job on disability. 

She is so angry, she said, that 
she is willing to break the confi- 
dentiality agreement she signed 
in a document prepared by Hoyt 
attorney Terrence M. Connors, 
in which she also said Hoyt ad- 
mitted no guilt and she agreed 
to pursue no further legal action 
in return for the money. 


‘Im upset that he could 
walk away and everybody is 
saying how great he is,” she said 
Tuesday. “And I’m upset that no 
one from the state returned my 
calls and now all of a sudden 
everybody does. That is mind- 
blowing to me.” 

Hoyt, 55, who served almost 
20 years in the Assembly before 
taking over Cuomo’s regional 
economic development efforts 
in 2011, on Monday said he was 
leaving government service to 
consider possible private-sec- 
tor opportunities, though noth- 
ing had been finalized. 

Hoyt said that he was the 
one who broke off the relation- 
ship and released this state- 
ment Tuesday: 

“Ihave made many mistakes 
in my life. Having a consensual 
and inappropriate relationship 
with ... was wrong and some- 
thing I regret. 

“That said, what she has ac- 
cused me of is categorically un- 
true. 

“When I attempted to end 
the relationship she threatened 
me. At that point, over a year 
ago, my wife and I agreed to a 
settlement to avoid public em- 


See Hoyton Page A4 


HOW DID RUSSIA 
USE SOCIAL MEDIA? 


Sen. Lindsey Graham led a hearing 

on how Russia used Facebook, Twitter 
and Google in the 2016 election. 

Story on Page A10 


Schools meet target 
to avoid receivership 


Only one misses 
state standards 


By Jay REY 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Buffalo started with 25 
schools — nearly half of those in 
the district - that were threat- 
ened by the state with an out- 
side takeover if they didn’t 
improve their academic perfor- 
mance. And fast. 

Two years later, only one of 
the 25 has come up short. 

The majority of city schools 
in receivership have shown 
enough progress on key per- 
formance indicators to avert 
an independent takeover, the 


state Education Department 
announced Tuesday. 

The benchmarks for im- 
provement set by the state — 1 
percentage point the first year, 
3 percentage points the sec- 
ond year — give most schools a 
good chance to avoid an outside 
takeover or come off the receiv- 
ership list within a year or two. 

There was one exception in 
Buffalo: B.U.I.L.D. Academy on 
Fougeron Street. 

The school district has 60 
days to appoint an independent 
receiver, who will put together 
a turnaround plan and assume 
full authority at the school 
starting in 2018-19. Superinten- 


See Schools on Page A5 
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WEATHER 


Sun gives way to clouds. High 
48, low 42. Details on Page B10. 
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